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who are really happy? It is because we lack a
school of happiness. This feeling, so complex in
its nature, must be conquered. What is more
simple than the cultivation of wheat? Yet a
town-bred man would not know how to make the
most fertile soil yield a harvest. We understand
that to know how to appreciate a fine book, a
pretty piece of music, a preliminary acquaintance
is requisite. Offer a picture by Titian to a savage,
he will cut it in pieces or use it to light a wood
fire. A simple-minded soul, to whom we speak of
the advantages of goodness, of happiness through
the cultivation of the beautiful, of the joy of
friendship, or of altruism, is doubtless in the posi-
tion of the savage toward the masterpiece of a
Titian.

Happiness must be taught, as we teach grammar,
or a foreign language. Its advantages and its
weak sides must be seen, especially its beauties
and its unsuspected treasures.

When the education and the comprehension of
happiness have forged their way, we shall see new
generations rise. They will know how to make
our existence valued at its .true worth, and will
gather the joy of living where we find only causes
to weep. The sources of happiness which we so
imprudently squander will be reconstituted, and